Bernese Oberland Tour   2019.

The Bernese Oberland is a wonderful area for ski touring. It is enormous, adventurous, committing and rewarding. This tour will start in Fiesch in the Rhone Valley. We will then use the lift system to Fiescheralp and Eggishorn to enter the Oberland massif. The first day will lead us to the Konkordia hut and subsequent nights will be spent at the Finsteraarhorn hut, Monchjoch hut and Hollandia hut. Given suitable weather and conditions objectives will include Wyssnollen, Grosses Wannenhorn, Trugberg,  Louwihorn and Abeni Flue. Finishing with a ski down the Lotschental  we will use public transport to get back to Fiesch.
Date:

 27th April – 4th May 2019.
Standard:
E3/4 S3 M2 Off piste skiing is an integral part of ski touring, therefore it is advisable that you are fit and have a reasonable standard of off piste ski technique. You can expect to be skiing for up to 8 hours each day, carrying a pack with essential kit and food everyday, so it is essential that you are fairly fit. If all goes to plan we will spend our third night back at the Konkordia, so there is an opportunity to leave some kit / food there for later in the week.

Outline:
27th April 2019. Day One. We will meet at the Hotel Fiescherhof in Fiesch.  We will have an evening meal and tour brief before sorting kit and packing. I recommend that you arrive with everything you need for the week, as local shopping facilities will be limited. Excess baggage can be left at the hotel as we will return here at the end of the tour.


28th April – 3rd  May 2019.  We will walk to the nearby Fiescheralp lift which we will use to access the Eggishorn. From here we descend to the Aletsch glacier and into the Oberland massif. Glacier travel and transceiver work need to be looked at on our journey to the Konkordia hut.  Our second touring day takes us over the Grunhornlucke and down to the Fieschergletcher and up the Wyssnollen. After a night in the Finsteraarhorn hut we will climb the Grosses Wannenhorn, then head back over the Grunhornlucke and down to the Konkordia hut. The complicated and beautiful Ewigschneefeld leads us to the Monchjoch hut via Trugberg or the Walcherhorn. Our fourth hut is the highest of the week and a great starting point for the tour below the Jungfrau and up to the Louwihorn, another stunning view point. The descent of the Kranzbergfirn, with views of the Aletschhorn is stunning. This leads to a climb up to the Hollandia hut, our last hut night. The Abeni Flue will be a fitting final peak before descending the Lotschental to Blatten and on to Goppenstein. From here we can use public transport to return to Fiesch.


4th May 2019. Day Eight. With the tour over, it is likely that you will be heading home or on to a further ski touring destination. I do not recommend planning to return home on the last ski touring day. Unforeseen circumstances might cause delays that mean you could miss a flight.

Travel:
You can fly, or tain to Geneva, then take a train to Fiesch. Various websites assist with planning your journey. CFF/SBB have a comprehensive rail timetable on their website. The Hotel Fiescherhof is about 600 metres from the train station.

Meeting place:
We will meet for dinner at 7.00pm at the Hotel Fiescherhof in Fiesch, on the evening of the 27th April. I recommend arriving in Fiesch with all of your money and ski kit for the week. Outdoor and ski hire shops do exist in Fiesch, but you will need to book what you require well in advance. Burgener Sport looks good.
Equipment:
 Transceiver, probe, shovel, skins, harscheisen, axe, crampons, harness, crevasse rescue equipment to include 2 prussic loops, 3 screwgate karabiners, 2 eight foot slings, 1 snaplink karabiner. Skis with touring bindings, poles. Rucsac of about 45 – 50 litres. You can borrow a shovel, transceiver and probe from me if required.

Maps:
 The 1:50,000 series of ski touring maps cover the whole tour on one sheet. Number 264S, Jungfrau is the one you want. They are blue. Various 1:25,000 sheets cover the tour aswell, but the best one to get is the Finsteraarhorn sheet, number 1249. That sheet covers the majority of the tour.

Insurance:
You require suitable rescue and medical insurance cover for off piste skiing, ski touring and travel in a glaciated environment. You will also need cancellation and curtailment cover. The BMC and AAC do good policies.

Cost:        
£ 425.00, plus 850 Swiss Francs, based on 6 people booking.  This covers half board in all huts and hotels and the Guides fee and expenses. It does not cover travel expenses, insurance, lunch food taxis or public transport or any lift costs during the tour.

To apply:
Contact me directly for one of my booking forms. A more detailed kit list will follow.

Payment:
Non refundable deposit of £250.00, payable to Andy Teasdale. Followed by £175.00, payable to Andy Teasdale within 8 weeks of the tour commencing. Please bring 850 Swiss Francs cash with you to the start of the tour. This will be used to pay accommodation bills as we go along.

Queries:
Contact me on 01286 872292, or 07879818345, andy@andyteasdale.com or andy@andyteasdaleguiding.com .

