Introductory Hut to Hut tour.  Gran Paradiso   2019.

This hut based tour is aimed at exploring the finest peaks in this fantastic National Park. We will start and finish in the Aosta valley, heading into the Val di Rhemes for two nights. Then we head eastwards to Pont and the main Gran Paradiso massif. Some days will be hut to hut, others will be day tours returning to the same hut. All extremely good value ski touring!

Date:

 13th – 20th April 2019.
Standard:
E2/3 S3 M2 Off piste skiing is an integral part of ski touring, therefore it is advisable that you are fit and have a reasonable standard of off piste ski technique. You can expect to be skiing for up to 8 hours each day, carrying a pack with essential kit and food on several of the days, so it is essential that you are fairly fit.

Outline:
13th April 2019. Day One. We will meet at the Hotel Beausejour, Leverogne, Arvier,  in the Val d’Aosta. We will have an evening meal and tour brief  before sorting kit and packing. I recommend that you arrive with everything you need for the week, as local shopping facilities will be limited. Excess baggage can be left at the hotel as we will return here at the end of the tour.


14th  – 19th  April 2019.  We will use a taxi bus, our own cars or public transport to reach the starting point of Thumel. Our journey takes us to the Benevolo hut for two nights. The Colle Basei leads over to the Chivasso hut, not one to be missed, then down to Pont. Following a refreshingly comfortable night we head up to the Vittorio Emanuelle hut which is the starting point for the Gran Paradiso the following morning. The final evening is spent back in the quiet village of Leverogne.


20th April 2019. Day Eight. With the tour over, it is likely that you will be heading home or on to a further ski touring destination.

Travel:
You can fly to Geneva, then travel through the Mont Blanc tunnel to the Aosta valley. Or fly to Torina and then northwards to the Aosta valley. Public transport is available to get up to the Aosta valley.  www.savda.it and uit-aosta@regione.vda.it are a web site and email address that can provide further information. Trains are a common option from London to Geneva. Onward travel by train or bus would need to be organised. Sometimes groups get a car from an airport for the week, which is often cheaper than travelling individually.
Meeting place:
We will meet for dinner at 7.00pm at the Hotel Beausejour, in Leverogne, Val d’Aosta, on the evening of the 13th April 2019. There isn’t a cash machine in Leverogne, nor anywhere to hire skis. These jobs need to be sorted before arriving.
Equipment:
 Transceiver, probe, shovel, skins, harscheisen, axe, crampons, harness, crevasse rescue equipment to include 2 prussic loops, 3 screwgate karabiners, 2 eight foot slings, 1 snaplink karabiner. Skis with touring bindings, poles. Rucsac of about 45 – 50 litres. You can borrow a shovel, transceiver and probe from me if required.

Maps:
 1:25,000  series sheet,  Valsavarenche Gran Paradiso, Sheet 9 Carti dei sentieri, edition, Escursionista. www.escursionista.it. 
Insurance:
You require suitable rescue and medical insurance cover for off piste skiing, ski touring and travel in a glaciated environment. You will also need cancellation and curtailment cover. The BMC and AAC do good policies.

Cost:        
£ 425.00, plus 550 Euros, based on 6 people booking.  This covers half board in all huts and hotels and the Guides fee and expenses. It does not cover travel expenses, insurance, lunch food taxis or public transport or any lift costs during the tour.

To apply:
Contact me directly for one of my booking forms. A more detailed kit list will follow.

Payment:
Non refundable deposit of £250.00, payable to Andy Teasdale. Followed by £175.00, payable to Andy Teasdale within 8 weeks of the tour commencing. Please bring 550 Euros cash with you to the start of the tour.

Queries:
Contact me on 01286 872292, or 07879818345, andy@andyteasdale.com or andy@andyteasdaleguiding.com .

