Haute Maurienne Glaciers and Steeps 2019.

This tour is aimed at those who fancy skiing some steeper peaks on day trips, whilst undertaking the classic glacial traverse of this region. This tour is running slightly later than normal with the hope of finding more stable weather and snow conditions than recent years.

The tour involves ascents of some of the finest peaks and some of the steeper descents in this stunning area between the Vanoise and Gran Paradiso National Parks.

Date:

 30th March – 6th April 2019.

Standard:
E3 S3 M2. This is an ideal week for keen and adventurous skiers to enjoy great touring and steeper terrain in a beautiful, unspoilt part of the French Alps. You need to have a good standard of off piste and steep terrain ski techniques. On some days you can expect to be skiing all day, carrying essential kit, so a good level of fitness is required.

Outline:
Day 1. We will meet at “Gite, Le Petit Bonheur” in Bessans at 7pm for a briefing and evening meal.


Days Two – Seven. Our journey leads us to the Refuge du Carro, for our first two nights, climbing and skiing peaks from here. Le Grand Aiguille Rousse is a possibility from here. We then cross high glaciated ground to the Refuge des Evettes for one night night.  A traverse of L’Albaron leads us to the Refuge d’Averole for the last two nights. A trip up the Ouille d’Arberon, Pointe Marie or other nearby peaks will be a fitting finale before the long descent to the valley. Arrival time in the valley is never certain so we are all booked into the gite for the last night.


Day 8. With the tour over, today is set aside for travel.
Travel:
You can fly to Geneva, then take a train to Chambery and onwards to Bessans via Modane. Try www.bonneval-sur-arc.com for useful info. This is a fairly long day, so an early start is advisable. It is also possible to fly direct to Chambery from several UK airports. There is also an overnight train service from London, which takes you as far as Modane, with changes as required. Meeting at Geneva airport and hiring a car is also a sensible option.

Meeting place:
We will meet for dinner at 7.00pm at the “Gite, Le Petit Bonheur” on the evening of the 30th March 2019. 
Equipment:
You will need the following equipment. Transceiver, probe, shovel, skins, harscheisen, axe, crampons, harness, crevasse rescue equipment to include 2 prussic loops, or at least 2.6m 5mm cord, 3 screwgate karabiners, 2 eight foot slings, 1 snaplink karabiner. Skis with touring bindings, poles. 45 litre rucsac. Transceivers, shovels and probes can be hired directly from me if required.

Maps:
 1:25,000 IGN series sheets.
Tignes, Val D’Isere, Hte Maurienne. 3633ET


 Not required but nice to have.
Val Cenis, Charbonnel. 3634OT
Insurance:
You require suitable rescue and medical insurance cover for off piste skiing and travel in a glaciated environment. You will also need cancellation and curtailment cover. The BMC and AAC do good policies.

Cost:
£425.00, plus 500 Euros. Price is based on 6 people booking. This covers the hotel cost with half board and the guides fees and costs. It does not cover travel to Bessans, insurance, local buses or taxis, lunches or any lift passes.

To apply:
Contact me directly for one of my booking forms.

Payment:
Non refundable deposit of £250.00, payable to Andy Teasdale. Followed by £175.00, payable to Andy Teasdale within 8 weeks of the tour commencing. Please bring 500 Euros cash with you to Bessans. There isn’t a cash machine in Bessans.

Queries:
Contact me on 01286 872292, or 07879818345, or andy@andyteasdale.com .



I can also be contacted on 0041272831660 nearer the start date.
